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Partly sunny, High 65, Low 41 


CITY | STATE 


Texans 
donated 
$400,000 
to Moore 


No state played a 
bigger financial role 
in trying to elect Roy 
Moore to the Senate 
outside of Alabama 
than Texas, but 
Texas Democrats 
also rallied behind 
Doug Jones by giving 
$300,000. Page A3 


MOORE 


U.S. SENATE 


Mike Stewart / AP 
Roy Moore has not 
yet conceded in 
Alabama. 


NATION 


Newtown moves 
forward 5 years 
after massacre 
Tangible reminders 
of the Sandy Hook 
massacre linger five 
years later, but to 
see Newtown, Conn., 
today is to see how 
grief endures and 
evolves. Page A9 


BUSINESS 


U.S. oil field 
spending is 
poised to climb 
Oil companies 
expect to spend 
billions more next 
year on drilling wells 
and pumping oil 
across the United 
States, a financial 
boom for firms in 
Houston. Page B1 
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UH to lead hurricane research 


New institute including seven universities in three states 
will study projects to examine flooding, storms, policies 


By Lindsay Ellis 


The University of Hous- 
ton will lead a new Gulf 
Coast hurricane research 
institute to examine flood 
mitigation, hurricane 
modeling and public policy 
as part of a multi-state ef- 
fort to respond to damages 
wrought this year by hur- 
ricanes Harvey, Irma and 
Maria. 

Seven universities in 
Texas, Florida and Louisi- 


“Academics are 
nonpartisan ... we guide 
the conversation, we 
don’t have a vested 
interest in one solution.” 


Hanadi Rifai, center director 


ana — including Rice Uni- 
versity — will contribute a 
combined $1.87 million to 
finance collaborative proj- 
ects, with additional fund- 
ing expected from external 


grants. 

The institute puts Hous- 
ton at the center of hur- 
ricane research, which 
had been scattered across 
the state and region after 
storms killed dozens of 
people, disrupted local 
economies and caused bil- 
lions of dollars in property 
damage. 

“Academics are non- 
partisan — we think about 
data and information, 

UH continues on A13 


New York Times 


In a satellite image provided by NASA, Hurricane 
Harvey spins off the coast of Texas. Researchers at a 
new center are working to understand such storms. 


GOP nears finish line 
for tax overhaul plan 
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J. Scott Applewhite / Associated Press 


Tax plan writers Kevin Brady, R-Texas, center, and Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, proclaimed a bill is “close.” 


Senate, House announce consensus on bill, 
forging a legislative first since assuming control 


By Jim Tankersley, Thomas 


Party leaders in the House 


Tax breakouts 


The changes included a slightly 
higher corporate tax rate, rather 
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Business & 
Economy 


A interview 
with longtime 
investment manager 
Fayez Sarofim. 
Page A6 


Kaplan and Alan Rappeport 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — The day 
after suffering a political blow 
in the Alabama special Senate 
election, congressional Republi- 
cans sped forward with the most 
sweeping tax rewrite in decades, 
announcing an agreement on 
a final bill that would cut taxes 
for businesses and individuals 
and mark the party’s first major 
legislative achievement since 
assuming political control this 
year. 


» Some Republicans are relieved by the outcome in Alabama, but the fight for the party’s soul rages on. Page AS 


and Senate agreed in principle 
to bridge the yawning gaps be- 
tween their competing versions 
of the $1.5 trillion tax bill, keep- 
ing Republicans on track for fi- 
nal votes next week with the aim 
of delivering a bill to President 
Donald Trump’s desk by Christ- 
mas. The House and Senate ver- 
sions of the tax bill started from 
the same core principles — cut- 
ting taxes on business sharply, 
while reducing rates and elimi- 
nating some breaks for individu- 
als — but diverged on several key 

Tax continues on A10 


than the 20 percent in the 
legislation that passed both 
chambers. 


This would be the new lower 
top individual tax rate for the 
wealthiest Americans, down 
from 39.6 percent. 


The cap set on the popular 
deduction for interest on 
mortgage debt. 


Rural residents still worry 
despite new annexation law 


Details lead to 
uneven effects 
in Houston area 


By Mike Snyder 


CONROE — Troy 
Schroeder says the Pine 
Lake community is a bad 
fit for a city that wants to 
stretch its boundaries. 
Many homes rest on cinder 


blocks, some septic sys- 
tems wouldn’t meet cur- 
rent codes, and folks like 
to burn their brush and 
fire their guns. This is the 
country, after all. 

“There’s just a whole lot 
of rules and regulations 
that go along with being in 
acity that this place wasn’t 
built for,” said Schroeder, 
who has lived for 20 years 
in the rustic settlement 


of modest homes curled 
around a small lake locat- 
ed about 12 miles west of 
downtown Conroe. 
Sentiments like these 
are common in rural en- 
claves around the state, 
where residents fear that 
their way of life is threat- 
ened by growth-focused 
municipalities plotting to 
sweep them up. Such con- 
Conroe continues on A13 


Rte in he De ae ca 
Mike Snyder / Houston Chronicle 
Troy Schroeder stands at the edge of Pine Lake 
about 10 miles west of Conroe. Schroeder opposes 
a plan to annex the development. 


Flooded 
or not, 
houses 
selling 


Investors keeping 
eye on properties 
fixed after storm 


By Nancy Sarnoff 


It was like a scene from 
the pre-oil-bust housing 
boom: A steady stream of 
prospective buyers trekked 
through an open house 
last Saturday in a family 
neighborhood in northwest 
Houston. Their cars were 
parked up and down the 
block. 

The owners of the house, 
a three-bedroom tradi- 
tional with brand-new 
everything, had five offers 
by the end of the day. They 
accepted the highest of the 
two that came in above ask- 
ing price. 

“Tt was a very good of- 
fer we could never have 
imagined,” said Amber 
Ambrose, whose home just 
north of White Oak Bayou 
flooded during Hurricane 
Harvey and at least once 
before that. 

Whether they flooded or 

Demand continues on A13 


County 
sues over 
opioid 
epidemic 
By Keri Blakinger 


Harris County jumped 
into the legal fight against 
the opioid crisis, joining 
dozens of cities and coun- 
ties in filing suit against 
the giant pharmaceutical 
companies responsible for 
making the painkillers fu- 
eling the growing overdose 
epidemic. 

The sweeping 39-page 
legal claim filed in Harris 
County court Wednesday 
accuses 21 companies anda 
handful of individual doc- 
tors and one pharmacist 
of conspiracy, neglect and 
creating a public nuisance 
in a case that is already 
drawing comparisons to 
the multibillion-dollar Big 
Tobacco litigation filed by 
state attorneys general in 
the 1990s. 

“These defendants 
placed their quest for prof- 

County continues on A10 
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